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'There Is a Crack in Everything' brings together more than twenty-five international artists whose practices intertwine
emotion and form with questions of belonging, identity, and memory. From visible violence to imposed silences, from
damages to life to the vulnerability of surrounding environments, these artists explore the human condition in its
tensions as well as its possibilities, transforming these realities into imaginings of resistance, displacement, and
reinvention.

A few months before its demolition and complete renovation, the Jewish Museum of Belgium finds itself at a turning
point. Its empty rooms become spaces of waiting and transformation, where the exhibition unfolds as a conversation
between artists whose works challenge, displace, or reshape ideas about living together. Acting as a palimpsest, the
building—at times a private house, a German school, a military prison, a warehouse for musical instruments, and finally a
museum—becomes a metaphor for a world in reconfiguration, where the present can never fully escape the past.

Through the sobriety of their materials and installations, the presented artworks highlight the strength of fragile traces
and the precision of meticulous gestures that bring meaning and presence. Each room becomes a sensitive laboratory:
absence turns into language, and indeterminacy becomes material for creation. The artists offer no ready-made paths,
nor immediate consolation, but rather invite us to inhabit difference with lucidity and care. The exhibition asserts that
fragility is not a deficiency but a resource, reflecting the shared condition of all cultural institutions today.

The title of the exhibition, borrowed from Leonard Cohen—There’s a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets

in—reminds us that every fracture carries within it both destruction and light: it suggests new ways of being in the world
and relating to what surrounds us.
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