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Giinther Forg: A Fragile Beauty at The Dallas Museum of Art
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Dpening on Octeber 21, 2018, and running thraugh until January 27, 2004, the first majar
museum presentation of Ginther Forg s work in the United States since 1989 appears at The
Dallas Museum af At in Dallas, Texas, The show s coorganised with the Stedelijl Museam,
Arnsterdam, and will explore the artists ifeleng fascinatdon with madernism. Diverse inhis
artestic pragtice, the exhitmon brings together over 40 years of the artists mufbirmedia e
= includ ing works an paper, photography, sculpture, and rarelys exhibited |ste-caresr

paintings.
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WILh & Canstant rerssal of his artstic pracuice, A Fropie Beauly (races the deveopment of FOrg's pioneering (ross-
disgiplinary wark from 1973 - 2008, alfering a Tresh perspective and deeper understanding as well &5 apprédiation of
[Fre artises place in history. The exhibinen indudes majer loans from privace ooledions and notalble German
institutions such as the Spidel Mugewm, Frankforg and the Staatliche Graphische Sammileng Munich,

Feaction against Modernism

Gonther Farg was dosely associated with the Cologne soeme of this TRBI'S and experim ented with S030raction as well
a5 MBAOCATOME Pairting, & repecion against FEUrative painting IHat was more promirent 30 the lre, He was
hasanily erigaged with the Tarmalism of 20th-century avar-garde menermerts and adapted o Wopian idea that the
pirity in the use of materials contributes 1o o betmer socsety, setting him apart from his comempeararies, Fang utilized
materials in an undorerticnsl manner, keading them 16 adopt & more impure’ quality, eident in his seres of lead
pairitings, His Cashimg use of olir was a dinect oriicism of moderrism

Urieersal concepls of Tarm, inass, prapetion, rivthm and snucture canstitate & commsan thread in bis wark, and his
earky styhe was reminiscent of Cy Twombky ared Eliswarth Kelly, He implied a more painterly spprosch to his
phtagraphn with its grainy Teouws and unigue perspectives, and created S ol semply a5 shiec but sk as
camenertary, seeking oul 1o explore the legacy of the modemist sesthetic inoa pestmodern age, His werk has been
chersihy aligneed o medern masters including Barmett Hewsman, Chffond SolL Mark Bethke and Edvard Mursh, that
i wahich Fie v hisayily influendad by,
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Spotlighting Giinther Farg's Diverse Artistic Practice

The exhibiticn begins with a recreaton of a seminal wall masral fram 1986, menochromats: paintings, an impartanit
Bray painting from 1973 featunng urdedpherable tess, as well as and a monwmenital gray grid panting from 2009
that the artist layered cver cne af his wbrant Spot Paintings. i also incudes many of the artist's mulbmedia
pairtings, such as a multi panel work of painted lead, which is presented alongside a large diptych feabuaring acrylic
and gaid Ieaf. Free plaster and mibed media sculptures fram 2000 are alsa featured in the exhibition. Mary are
omposed of found househald chjects erweloped in plaster, renounoing thesr original farms to the amorphous
plaster ercasernent. His interests are highlighted in archizecture and histary, featurng twelkse photographs ranging
In subject fram partraits to mademist constructions in (taly fram the 205 and 30%.
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Conchuding the exhibition s a group of the arbist's late works, Farg's Spot Aadetings from 2007 bo 2008, signaling his
return to painting to manifest the expressive freedom be allowed himself bowards the end of his life. These
distinctive paintings feature large swathes of color on white ground, which Ly bare the artst's gesture and
emphasize the actvity of painting itself.

A Fragde Beauly reignines an exciting dislogue with the artst, whe was driven by a boundless urge for freedom in his
experimental artistic practice. Today, his warks can be seen n collections of the Hamiburger Bahnho! in Berlin, the
Kunstmuseurn Bonn, the Museum fur Modemne Kunst in Frankfurt am Main, and the Museemn of Modern At in Bes
York, amangst others.



