
Art review: An Occupation of Loss, 

Islington Green

An Occupation of Loss is a profound meditation on the 
universality of grief. How apt

ART

Waldemar Januszczak

Sunday April 22 2018, 12.01am, The Sunday Times

Death becomes her: a mourner from Taryn Simon’s An Occupation of Loss
TARYN S IMON/COURTESY:  TARYN S IMON PROJECTS

T
he gods are a grisly bunch. Last week, they fixed it for
the American performance artist Taryn Simon to open
her powerful new work about the transportation of
grief across the international no man’s land of

humanity on exactly the day — Tuesday — that the Windrush
generation discovered how it ended up geopolitically homeless.
When Theresa May stumbled through her grim apology for the
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treatment of Caribbean migrants by her Home O�ce, it was as
if she, too, was playing a part in Simon’s dark script. (Breaking
news: US performance artist Taryn Simon has mounted the
most ambitious international happening of all time and
persuaded the British PM to take a leading role.)

In truth, An Occupation of Loss, as Simon’s eerie event is
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