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collections, such as Yayoi Kusama's spotted pink balloons, or animal replicas produced by
Kosovar artist Petrit Halilaj.

One of the most exciting things about WIELS is that they are a consistent source of support for
emerging international artists, and offer industry defining residencies every year. Working
across nine studios, these young artists are given the opportunity to develop their craft, realize
their vision, and display their works in a unique environment. By supporting this art centre,
you’re effectively supporting grassroots contemporary art.

Opening on April 19th, Unexchangeable is a groundbreaking exhibition that focuses on the
value of art itself. The exhibition will present a variety of works from the 80s and 90s (on loan
from private Belgian collections) as a way of exploring the 1989 global shift — a time in which
Western artists began interrogating the notion of value, as their artistic production was
recontextualized within the new space of the global market. Among the artists featured
are: Jean-Michel Basquiat, Katharina Fritsch, Jack Goldstein, Lili Dujourie, Franz West, and Yan
Pei-Ming.

Almine Rech Gallery

Almine Rech made a name for herself as a powerful force in the otherwise male dominated 
Parisian art scene, opening her first gallery in Paris with a light installation by (the then 
unknown) artist James Turrell. Exploding out of the Parisian scene, Rech opened a gallery in 
Brussels 2007. Alongside works by major established artists, the Brussels gallery offers a 
platform for showcasing works by young and upcoming artists, in line with Rech’s personal 
history of discovering and nurturing surprising new talent. The gallery has recently carved out a 
particular niche for itself as the home of Brussels’ minimal and conceptual art.

From 18 April - 19 May, the gallery will exhibit Solid Ghosts, a solo display by Marcus Jahmal. 
Combining Fauvist, Cubist, and Expressionist influences, Jahmal’s paintings depict worlds in 
which “interior spaces have made way for dreamscapes, where jungle, savannah and desert 
mesh together. Planes of violently and flamboyantly contrasting colour constitute a dry, 
abstract background from which characters, masks, shamans, and wild animals burst forth.” 
(Almine Rech Gallery). A visit to Jahmal’s exhibition at Almine Rech Gallery is a unique chance 
to discover an emerging talent before they’re launched to international success.

Marcus Jahmal (1990), Solid Ghosts runs at Almine Rech Gallery from April 10 ­ May 19.

8. Belgian Comic Strip Centre

Comic strips have a rich cultural history in Belgium, so much so that they’ve been elevated to
the level of high art. In fact, Belgium is the home of some of the most influential and beloved
comics of all time, such as the Smurfs, Spirou and Tin Tin. The Belgian Comic Strip
Centre treats these icons with the respect they deserve, tracing the history of comic book art
from its early 20th century beginnings to its influence on pop and contemporary artists. For
fans of Tin Tin, there is an entire section dedicated to the legendary Belgian artist Hergé,
accompanied by a fantastic selection of displays exploring the work of less widely-known
comic strip writers. Moreover, the building is a work of art in itself — an Art Nouveau
masterpiece designed by the renowned Belgian architect Victor Horta. The Comic Strip Centre
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