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A LIVING MAN
DECLARED DEAD

or four years, the artist Taryn

Simon travelled around the world
researching and recording the stories
of eighteen bloodlines. She focussed
on a central member of each line,
including the body double of Uday
Hussein, a South Korean man
abducted at sea by agents of the North,
and a polygamous Kenyan traditional
healer. For each group in “A Living
Man Declared Dead and Other
Chapters I-XVIII,” on view at the
Museum of Modern Art beginning in
May, Simon photographed living
ascendants and descendants of a single
person or animal. She juxtaposed these
portraits with relevant public records
and historical documents, underlining
the outside forces and accidents that
influence individuals.

















