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Left: Otolith Group,
Otolith Ill, 2009, still
from an HD color video,
48 minutes. Right: John
McCracken, Mandrake,
1989, polyester resin,
fiberglass, plywood,
93%x 19% x 22%".
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John McCracken occupies a distinctive
place in the Minimal field. While his
sculptures of portals and pyramids
and his justly celebrated planks (begun
in 1966) betray a fascination with
architectural forms shared by other
Minimalists, the SoCal artist, unlike
his peers, fabricated the great majority
of his fiberglass and polyester resin
works himself, by hand, and his kitschy
Mandala paintings of the 1970s evoke
the acid culture of Haight-Ashbury
far more than the arid ambience of
the white cube. Complemented by a
comprehensive catalogue with contribu-
tions by the artist, the curator, John
Armleder, Daniel Baumann, and
Marianna Vecellio, this retrospective
will offer more than fifty works from
the past forty-eight years.

—James Meyer



